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EXPRESSING THANKS  

It seems impossible for us to find the right words to express our appreciation for our    

clients and friends.  From your support of our charitable endeavors to the long-term,  

business relationships we enjoy with many of you, thank you! Our work is fun and       

extremely gratifying.  Each passing year seems better than the last.  Thanks for your 

commitment to our firm’s process and philosophies.  Special thanks to the CPAs,        

Attorneys, and friends that introduced new people to the firm.  We welcomed many 

“nearly-retired” couples,  retirees, and closely-held businesses to the firm in 2017.  To 

better and more efficiently serve you, we continue to evolve.  Here are some recent    

updates that are worth sharing:  

1) We adopted the “Wealthguide” system to serve as our one-stop shop for anything 

relevant to your business or personal situation, such as your Estate Plan, Income 

Plan, Investment Policy, Workplace Benefits, etc.  We track and review 30+ areas of 

your situation to make sure your goals are met in a variety of future scenarios. 

2) Our Business Continuity documents were updated (as we do annually) to make sure 

there is a clear path should an unfortunate death or disability occur.  “What happens 

to my accounts if something happens to you?”  always has a clear answer. 

3) Increased regulation has forced us to be more selective on the type of client that we 

can work with.  In response, we increased the asset level for all new clients. 

4) We sharpened up our Core, Internal Processes.  Our Disaster Recovery, Client 

Onboarding, Client Review, and 401k Implementation processes were all updated. 

We look forward to seeing many of you this Tax Season.  Have a great start to 2018!  

----    Dennis, Rich & ShannonDennis, Rich & ShannonDennis, Rich & ShannonDennis, Rich & Shannon 
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POINTS OF INTEREST 

• Increase in 401k limits 

• $12k+ raised for Big Sister 

• Gifting limit increased 

• Wait to File Your Taxes 
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KEY QUESTIONS FOR THE LONG TERM INVESTOR 

Focusing on what you can control can lead to a better investment experience.  

Whether you’ve been investing for decades or are just getting started, at some point on 

your investment journey you’ll likely ask yourself some of the questions below. Trying to 

answer these questions may be intimidating, but know that you’re not alone. Your   

financial advisor is here to help. While this is not intended to be an exhaustive list it will 

hopefully shed light on a few key principles, using data and reasoning, that may help   

improve investors’ odds of investment success in the long run. 

Will making frequent changes to my portfolio help me achieve investment     

success? It’s tough, if not impossible, to know which market segments will outperform 

from period to period. Accordingly, it’s better to avoid market timing calls and other  

unnecessary changes that can be costly. Allowing emotions or opinions about short-

term market conditions to impact long-term investment decisions can lead to        

disappointing results.      (Continued on page 3) 



TOYS FOR TOTS WAS AN AMAZING SUCCESS! 

A big thank you to all of our friends 

that generously supported Toys for 

Toys again.  We took a big step in 

making sure every child in need      

receives a gift during the Holidays.  

Your response was incredible.  We 

filled Rich’s vehicle with over 75     

donated toys!  It was fun taking the 

Drive from Office Toy Collection to 

Malden Catholic Drop Off to St. Mary’s 

Pick Up over three days. This Drive 

offered a lot of great teaching         

moments for our own children during 

the busy Holiday season.     

Thanks again for supporting such a 

worthy organization.  And special 

thanks for Mellinda Abbott (Abbott & 

Co., Lexington) for running the St. 

Mary’s toy pickup location.  

DLFG sponsored the Big Sister of Greater Boston Tasting Event at Dorchester 

Brewing in November and helped raise over $12,000 to support enrichment and 

mentoring programs for local girls.  Rich’s wife Nadine is on the Board of Big    

Sister Young Professional Group and helps with their fundraising  efforts, and 

Dennis’ wife Valerie has been a Big Sister to a local teen for 10+ years, making 

the night even more meaningful.  Thank you to all the friends that attended.     

Dorchester Brewing has some quality brews that made for a nice visit as well, 

serving as a nice respite from the Habitat for Humanity Day that Rich and Dennis 

had earlier in the month (and were still sore from).  Ask us about our 2018 planned 

events.  We always welcome your attendance! 
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YOUR HEALTH IS YOUR      

GREATEST WEALTH:              

GETTING YOUR ZZZZS 

Sleep is critical to good health and 

well-being, but many people don’t get 

enough shut-eye. Physicians       

generally recommend seven to nine 

hours of sleep each night for adults. 

If you are not in that range today, we 

encourage you to slowly make 

changes to get closer to the target 

and start experiencing all the benefits 

of a good night’s rest.  

Here are some tips from Arianna 

Huffington’s latest book, The Sleep 

Revolution, for getting better sleep: 

• Keep your bedroom dark, quiet, and 

cool (between 60 and 67 degrees). 

• Don’t use any electronic devices 

starting 30 minutes before you go to 

bed. 

• Don’t charge your phone next to 

your bed—keep all electronic devices 

out of your bedroom. 

• Do not have caffeine after 2:00 p.m. 

• When reading in bed, make it a real 

book or an e-reader that does not 

emit blue light. Also try to ensure that 

the reading is not work related. 

Whatever you do, make an effort to 

get the sleep you need.  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

While it is recommended that you 

prepare your tax return in Feb/Mar, it 

is a Best Practice to Wait to File until 

the last moment.  Fund companies 

sometimes reclassify income,      

resulting in a “Corrected Tax Form.”  

Time and expense can be saved by     

waiting to file your return. 

Tax documents are typically mailed 

between the end of January and the 

end of February. 
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BREWERY EVENT RAISES $12K+ FOR BIG SISTER 



KEY QUESTIONS... (CONTINUED FROM PG 1) 

Should I make changes to 

my portfolio based on what 

I’m hearing in the news? 

Daily market news and    

commentary can challenge 

your investment discipline. 

Some messages stir anxiety 

about the future, while others 

tempt you to chase the latest

investment fad. If headlines are unsettling, consider the source and try to maintain 

a long-term perspective. 

Do I have to outsmart the market to be a successful investor? Financial    

markets have rewarded long-term investors. People expect a positive return on the 

capital they invest, and historically, the equity and bond markets have provided 

growth of wealth that has more than offset inflation. Instead of fighting markets, let 

them work for you. 

So, what should I be doing? Work closely with a financial advisor who can offer

expertise and guidance to help you focus on actions that add value. Focusing on 

what you can control can lead to a better investment experience. 

♦ Create an investment plan to fit your needs and risk tolerance 

♦ Structure a portfolio along the dimensions of expected returns 

♦  

♦  

♦♦♦♦    Stay disciplined through market dips and swings 

NEW TAX BILL EXPANDS USE OF 529 PLAN ASSETS 

The new tax bill expanded the use of 529 plan assets.  Previously, 529s 

could only be used for higher education, defined as college or graduate 

school typically, and the litany of expenses that come with them.  With the 

recent changes, 529 plans can be accessed for “public, private or religious          

elementary or secondary school” expenses, ie K-12.  Families can withdraw up to 

$10,000 per year (federally) but be sure to ask your accountant about your state tax 

consequences before proceeding.  This has its benefits, taking some of the financial 

burden off people that sometimes have multiple children in private school.   But think 

of the private school financial officers.  There is a high likelihood that these officers 

will be asking you to spend your tax-free 529 dollars on their tuition now. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

• The 401k limit is increasing to 

$18,500/year in 2018 (over-50 

catch-up remains at an additional 

$6,000/yr) 

• In the last 50 seasons, only 4 NFL 

teams finished their football season 

winless  

• “Airplane Mode” allows your phone 

to charge faster (while still allowing 

Wifi connectivity) 

• The Annual Gift Tax Exclusion   

increased to $15,000 (from 

$14,000) for 2018 

• Health savings accounts (HSAs) 

offer investments in a potentially 

triple-tax-free environment. 

• The IRS will never call you on the 

phone. 

IMPORTANT LINKS 

MalinaMalkani.com 

Real food for Real Families.  Client, 

friend, and creator of the        

Wholitarian™ Lifestyle offers tips on 

healthy living and consuming        

nutrient-dense, minimally processed 

foods. 

Myfitnesspal.com 

If a New Year’s change of lifestyle is 

in the works, this app and website can 

be a valuable tool for tracking what 

you eat.  Users eat 7% more raw fruit 

than the average person.  And it 

syncs to other apps, including Fitbit, 

to give you an overall Health picture. 

Helloreceipts.com 

Effective expense tracking program/

app for businesses.  DLFG has used 

it for a number of years. 

GOOGLE MEB 

“WPI Donor Divorce”  - An angry ex, 

offshore accounts, and a hitman hired 

to allegedly knock off a son. 

 



DOBLE LEBRANTI FINANCIAL 

GROUP is focused on creating 

Successful Retirement Outcomes 

for a select group of clients. Our 

process is grounded in           

communication and collaboration 

to help our clients prepare for   

retirement and attain financial  

security.  Learn more at  

DOBLELEBRANTI.COM 

2018 TENTATIVE EVENT SCHEDULE 

Burlington Dog Park Portrait Event—Celebrate Burlington’s new dog park and 

snap a nice photo with your dog this Spring. 

Big Sister Summer Soiree —Raffles, prizes, drinks and apps help support a 

great organization. DLFG has been a longtime sponsor of this July event. 

Tonneson 5K for the Wakefield Interfaith Food Pantry—Join us for a July 

stroll around the Lake. DLFG will once again be supporting this great cause. 

Smaller events, such as Sox/Bruins/Celts games, dinner celebrations, Habitat 

builds, cooking classes, etc., will always occur throughout the year, but we hope 

you can join us for one of the Big 3 outlined above.  We’ll be sure to keep you 

informed.  If there are organizations, causes and events that are important to 

you, please let us know.  We always try to lend a helping hand.  

5 Burlington Woods, Suite 102 

Burlington, MA 01803 

 

Phone: 781.418.0566 

info@doblelebranti.com 

 

DOBLELEBRANTI.COM 

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser 

RODMAN GALA RAISES $1.25M! 

We had a lot of fun attending the 15th Annual Rodman for Kids Gala.  The night 

included over 300 raffle items, a Blue Man Group Show, and a live band.  Over 70 

chefs put out great offerings, from Grille 23 to Davio’s to Tremont 647.  It was a 

great night. Meet us at the 16th Annual in 2018 and help raise funds for youth-

focused social services that support at-risk kids. 

There is no truth to the rumor than Dennis sampled food from all 70 food vendors!  

 


